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Press Release
VDO presents new Vehicle Diagnostics – ContiSys
Universal vehicle diagnostic system marks debut
Frankfurt am Main/Germany, September, 2008. Continental, one of the world’s leading automotive suppliers, is now bundling its know-how in a new family of VDO vehicle diagnostic equipment, unveiled at Automechanika in Frankfurt. Incorporating the company’s cumulative expertise in the original equipment area, the brand-independent vehicle diagnostic systems in the new ContiSys range guarantee workshops fast, reliable and uncomplicated analysis of a vehicle’s electronics – covering everything from its engine control system through to the safety and comfort systems and sensors. The new product family – with ContiSys OBD and ContiSys VCI, as well as the ContiSys PAD, developed specifically for tough workshop requirements – provides everything workshops – whether brand-affiliated or independent – are looking for in the way of modern and efficient diagnostics solutions. 

The heart in the new VDO product family is the handheld ContiSys OBD test device. Sporting a handy, lightweight and sturdy design, the multilingual tester is operated via a clearly structured menu. It can be used to read the settings on a wide array of vehicle models and to verify the proper functioning of or to adjust the  settings on essential systems from air bags and air conditioning units through to suspension controls and service gauges or even electronic parking brakes. Fault memories can be read out and deleted and actuators and sensors checked. Continental has stored over 20,000 manufacturer-specific trouble codes on the ContiSys OBD for this purpose. Additonally, VDO has set up an optional software update service on the Internet as well as a repair hotline. 

The new ContiSys VCI vehicle diagnostics system can do even more. This system connects the vehicle electronics directly with the workshop computer via the OBD diagnostics interface and a WiFi module.

In combination with the ContiSys DSI diagnostics, which is likewise new, it offers not only direct access to comprehensive databases, but also maintenance schedules, parts lists and circuit diagrams. Unlike ContiSys OBD, ContiSys VCI offers a wide spectrum of functions in the vehicle as well. It can, for example, conduct more far-reaching tests of engine controls, activate components, encode injectors or even initiate tire pressure monitoring systems. With the ContiSys VCI, all of this is possible at the press of a button and the click of a mouse. It is currently offered in six languages. VDO also offers the option of regular online updates for the fully Windows-compatible diagnostics software and vehicle interface. As in the case of ContiSys OBD, a repair hotline is also available.

Because a conventional computer is hardly up to the rough demands of an auto workshop, VDO has added ContiSys PAD to its range. This special PC pad system is intended specifically for use in the service area. Equipped with Bluetooth and WiFi, the portable computer is extremely sturdy and handy, impact- and splash-proof and is easily readable in all light conditions thanks to a high-contrast display. The casing has a finish that is resistant to all fluids normally found in workshops. Its powerful storage battery guarantees long operation when the device is not hooked up to an electric power source. A docking station, including a DVD drive, is optionally offered.
With sales exceeding €24 billion in 2008, the Continental Corporation is one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for the powertrain and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, the corporation contributes towards enhanced driving safety and protection of the global climate. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. The corporation currently employs approximately 133,000 at nearly 190 locations in 35 countries.

The Automotive Group is one of the leading global automotive suppliers. With its three Divisions Chassis & Safety (5.1 billion €, 27,000 employees), Powertrain (4 billion €, 25,000 employees) and Interior (5.9 billion €, more than 30,000 employees) it achieved sales of approximately 15 billion € in 2008. The Automotive Group is present in more than 130 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which a car accommodates individual mobility and driving pleasure to driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency.

Within the Continental Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer.
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